
Declaration of Position on Mining and Environment of Barangay Officials in Siocon,
Zamboanga del Norte, Philippines

We, the Barangay Officials who joined the Mining and Environmental Forum here in the
Pentagon, A.L. Micubo, Siocon, Zamboanga del Norte which was participated by 25
barangays namely: A.L. Micubo, Balagonan, Bucana, Bulacan, Candis, D. Reconalla,
Desaynila, Latabon, M. Fransisco, Malipot, Makaiang, Malambuhangin, Manaol, New Lituban,
Pangayan, Pisawak, Brgy. Poblacion, S. Cabral, S. Arabi, Sta. Maria, Siay, Tagaytay, Tabayo,
Tibangao, and J.P. Brillantes, - about 217 individuals - have agreed that the protection of the
environment to prevent its destruction is the first important move in order to attain progress.

We have agreed that mining will destroy the environment, especially the big mining firms like
what has already happened to other nations and other places in the Philippines.

We have agreed that although the Philippines Mining Act of 1995 (which is Republic Act 7942)
mentions about new technologies in order to protect the environment by way of open cut
mining, it is not enough because of what has happened to other places.  This law is lax to big
mining firms and what we have observed is that this destroys the environment and the lives of
the affected people by covering the agricultural lands with the soil coming from the open cut
mining areas, poisoning of animals, fish and many others.

Until now, it is not certain that technologies can protect the environment while mining.  It is not
good to tolerate mining operations and sacrifice the environment.

In view of the foregoing, we, the participants of this Mining and Environmental Forum strongly
declare to protect the environment and oppose whatever destruction to it, especially mining.

We further declare that the priority is to protect the environment in the Municipality of Siocon
and the opportunity of the people to enjoy the natural and local means of livelihood.

In witness to the foregoing declarations, we have hereunto affixed our signatures below:














