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SIOCON FISH FARMERS ASSOCIATION INC.
Manaol, Siocon, Zamboanga del Norte, Philippines
Sec. Reg. No. CN - 200300020

\ﬁ; the officers and members of Siocon, Fish Farmers Association Inc., composed of
Fishpond Operators, Small Fishermen, Buyer and Dealer of Prawn Fry, Bangus Fry and other
marine products, catchers of prawn and bangus fry and fishpond care takers would like 1o
present and register our common stands opposing all forms of environmental destruction
especially all kinds of mining,

This organization was established on March 18, 2002 and duly registered with the Securities
and Exchange Commission that aims to uplift our life and means of living by increasing our
harvest and income from our fishpond or fish farm. We have been looking forward that when
we can develop ourselves as fish farmers by increasing our harvest and income, we can have
& big contribution to the local development of Siocon

In 1990 1o 1999 we had good harvest from fishponds, rivers were abundant of fish and other
fresh fish water and marine products. From fishpond we had harvest of P50, 000.00 pesos
worth of total production per hectare per harvest with a capital of P10, 000.00. So we had ne
proceeds of P40, 000.00 pesos per hectares per harvest.

With around 450 hectares of fishponds all over Siocon and harvesting three times a year, it
was having a net income of around P54, 000,000.00 million per year.

Hundreds of families living along the costal area and rivers of this town rely their means of
daily livelihood by fishing. "

But in the year 2000 until this point we felt of fish catch and in the fish farm produciion
reduction. In fish farms, within two weeks the prawn and bangus fry will die because of
siltation that afTects quality of water. Today, it is n hard for us to recover the cost of capital
that made most of us to suffer the debt from 5-6 creditors where before not.

The siltation has been attributed before by the operation of small-scale miners in Canatuan,
Tabayo, Siocon. But year 2002, the small scale miners gradually stopped while the TVI
started operating their cyanide plant on December 8, 2002 with a production from 80 tones
per day that within 13 months until Janwary 2003, and we estimated based on TVI's
exploration plan, it produced 31,200 tones of waste that gradually went to the rivers and sea
that alfects the marnine products.

As we know, this is an initial operation of TVI that having impact with our lives and means
of living that will hinder us to achieve our common goal to uplift our life by increasing
harvest and income though our fish farming.
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Historically, small and big mining are both detrimental to the people’s lives and means of
I:fmg, Wndnnﬂmlmhlik:uupm;ﬂnufhhﬂum in Luzon, Ormoc and Leyte of

In this context, we demanded the Philippine Government through its line agencies concerned
this problem to support fish farming as a branch of agriculture here in Siocon, Stop or full out
any form of environmental destruction activities especially any kind and form of mining all
over Siocon.

We have proved our common stands by voluntarily joining the protest and picket action by
the people of Siocon started on March 14 1w April |5 resulted the failure of TVI Resource
Development Philippines to bring in its equipment and operate as scheduled on April 1,
2004,

We further affinmed our common stands by writing our names and signatures below:

Note: This position would be furnished to all government line agencies and NGOs for their
reference.
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